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Mesquite Regular City Council Meeting 
Mesquite City Hall 

10 E. Mesquite Blvd. 
Tuesday, February 13, 2018; 5:00 PM 

 
Minutes of a scheduled meeting of the City Council held Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at 5:00 
PM at City Hall.  In attendance were Mayor Allan S. Litman; Council members David Ballweg, 
Rich Green, George Rapson, W. Geno Withelder and Brian Wursten.  Also in attendance were 
City Manager Andy Barton, Assistant to the City Manager Aaron Baker; City Attorney Robert 
Sweetin, Finance Director Dave Empey, Public Works Director Bill Tanner, City Clerk Tracy E. 
Beck, other City Staff and approximately 60 citizens. 
 
Mayor Litman called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. (NOTE:  This meeting was recorded and 
will be retained in the Clerk’s Office for one year.) 

 
Below is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered. Unless otherwise stated, items may be taken out of the 
order presented on the agenda at the discretion of the Mayor and Council. Additionally, the Mayor and Council may 
combine two or more agenda items for consideration, and may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion 
relating to an item on the agenda at any time.  Public comment is limited to three minutes per person. 
 

 

Ceremonial Matters 
 
Invocation:  Rabbi Arthur Zuckerman  
 

Public Comments 
 

1) Public Comment 
 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman opened up the meeting to Public Comments. 

 

Minutes 
Art Pereida:  Resident of Mesquite NV.  I am here to address an article, Mayor Litman, that 
came out on January 29th, in reference to you making 3 incidents you have been made aware of 
in the past year of racism, elitism, and class distinction.  Thank you for the article, but I must say 
unfortunately this is only the tip of the iceberg, and I am not advocating that the resident from 
Mesquite met this criterion, absolutely not.   There are some great and wonderful people here in 
the city of Mesquite, but there is that small percentage that makes it extremely difficult for 
minorities like myself to live here in the city of Mesquite.  I am not a Mexican American.  I am 
not a Latino American.  I am an American of Mexican descent.  As a minority, I get along with 

http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=9ea0a320-65b3-44cc-863f-91343400a689&time=147
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=9ea0a320-65b3-44cc-863f-91343400a689&time=147
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others experience and are (indiscernible) daily, weekly, and monthly basis such as stare downs, 
challenges and people just being rude.  When I ran for mayor, canvased businesses and I went 
into the businesses and I met with phrases a couple of them- your kind will never be mayor 
here.  I am 70 years old and I have experiences every form of prejudice, racism, and 
discrimination possible.  Several months ago, my eight-year-old grandson told me of an incident 
where a little girl was made to cry because some kids were telling her, go back to Mexico.  He 
also told me of another little girl that was very sad because she was moving to Mexico because 
of Trump.  She is an American citizen.  There is so much hate in this presidential administration 
and advocates of saying to others.  Trump said, and I quote, “I am the least racist person you 
will ever be.”   He did not deny being racist, but he said he was the least racist.  We are better 
than that.  The city of Mesquite and its people are better than that.  How does a city address 
this?  Mr. Litman, I applaud your article, but one article is not going to be enough.  We need to 
bring the community together, some type of community work, educate and bring people together 
for the betterment of our children that are growing in this city.   Thank you very much. 

 

Minutes: 
Madeline Wilcox:   Good evening council members, my name is Madeline Wilcox and I’m a 
volunteer with the Mesquite Citizens for Clean Indoor Air. Thank you for letting me speak to you 
tonight. 
Over the past several weeks, we’ve talked to you about the health impacts of secondhand 
smoke and also the high costs in terms of medical spending as a result of secondhand smoke 
exposure. 
Even if you don’t smoke, breathing it secondhand increases your risk for heart disease, lung 
cancer, stroke and other serious health issues. It also costs us all in what we spend on health 
care in our community. 
Clearly, reducing exposure to tobacco smoke is the right thing to do. It saves lives and money. 
Experience shows that smoke-free businesses can thrive and succeed. Most people these days 
don’t smoke and don’t like to be around it. But they do like to get out, have fun and recreate. 
And that’s what they’re doing in places that are smoke free. 
Recently, a new study came out in Illinois, where casinos are now smoke free. The researchers 
looked at a big chunk of history, from 10 years before casinos went smoke free to eight years 
after. That’s 18 years in all. 
The researchers also studied casino revenues in surrounding states and accounted for a variety 
of industry and economic factors. And what they found is that going smoke free has had no 
significant economic impacts on casinos in Illinois in terms of their per-capita admissions or 
revenue. 
I think that’s important information, as is all the rest we’ve presented here recently about the 
high costs we all pay due to tobacco use and secondhand smoke. 
People who work and play here in Mesquite deserve healthy, clean indoor air. We encourage 
you to take action on behalf of our public health and do what’s right for our community. 

 

Minutes: 
Jaina Moan: I am the Executive Director for Friends of Gold Butte.  I am here today to give you 
a brief update on our activities for Gold Butte National Monument.  As I last reported to you, 
planning for Gold Butte National Monument was noticed as being part of the next round of 
public comments for the resource management plan.  Then the BLM decided to remove their 
solicitation for comments regarding the monument specifically.  However, the monument is 
entirely within the southern Nevada district and the issues that the BLM is seeking comment for 
are relevant to Gold Butte, notably the lands and wilderness characteristics and the areas of 
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critical environmental concern.  So we are encouraging people to still comment about the 
national monument.  In our experience, commenting early is critical, and the Gold Butte national 
monument needs a management plan.  The BLM extended the deadline for public comment on 
the RMP and the new deadline is March 23rd.  We already submitted comments and we may 
submit more.  I am also happy to report that the Friends of Gold Butte has received a grant from 
the Nevada OHV commission to install over 40 directional interpretive and safety signs along 
the Back Country Byway.  We also need approval for the project and we will begin sign 
installation in March.  We are continuing our stewardship activities in Gold Butte.  We host trash 
pickups, road maintenance projects, and resource monitoring projects.  In January, we had over 
44 people volunteer with us, logging a total number of 329 service hours and we removed 225 
pounds of broken glass bottles, cans and other trash along the Back Country Byway.  Finally I 
would like to just take a minute to introduce our new community outreach manager to you all.  
His name is Justin VanWyck.  He started with the Friends of Gold Butte last week, and he is 
living here in Mesquite.  So I am happy to report, that we now have staff here.   We will be this 
upcoming spring work on enhancing our educational materials about the monument.  We 
recently redesigned and reprinted our Gold Butte National Monument area map.  This spring we 
will be opening office space in which Justin is going to staff here in Mesquite.  So visitors who 
are seeking information about the monument will be able to stop by our office and purchase a 
map or pick up some more brochures and I would just like to welcome Justin to our team and 
introduce him to you all here at the City Council meeting, and I think he will be a great addition 
here in Mesquite.  Thank you very much for your time. 

 

Minutes: 
Jeff Powell: Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce.  I want to introduce Jayne Kendrick, our 
new present CEO for the Chamber.  She will take Brenda Snell’s place.  Brenda is going to stay 
on board and help out for the next couple of months so we have a smooth transition.  Jayne 
brings an absolutely wealth of business background, financial.  She’s helped us straighten out 
the books.  We are firm financial footing.  As I can tell you from personal experience, and I’ve 
said this is going to embarrass her a little bit, I have had the good fortune to run 4 or 5 major 
companies.  Jayne is every bit as good as CFO as anyone I have had the experience to work 
with.  So we welcome Jayne and she will look forward to work with all the Council. 

 

Minutes: 
Jayne Kendrick:  I am looking forward to working with the Council and the staff with the city of 
Mesquite.  I think we have got some exciting times and our recent advertisement in Mesquite 
Local, I’m just excited as can be.  I also would to put a little plug that I’d also like to help for the 
Christmas Parade.   Thank you very much.   

 

Minutes: 
Steve Clutterham:  I too would like to thank you for your article in the paper.  There is some 
racism in this City.  It exists much more than most people believe, and race is not the only form 
of discrimination in this City.  There is also religious orientation discrimination here that is really 
bad.  It takes you a while to figure that out.  Anyhow, I would like to thank you for your service 
Mr. Litman.   You have been a wonderful Mayor.  I look forward to the next approximately 3 
years of having you here.  I think I speak for the bulk of the citizens here when I say that.   

 
Mr. Ballweg, I have been gone for a couple of months.  Several reasons, one was illness.  
Another was that I just didn’t want to see you. When you tried to throw the Mayor under the rug 
and blame him for Cash suing the City, it was the most outrageous thing I have ever heard from 
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this Board.  I stood here myself repeatedly and told you what happened.  You knew it was going 
to happen the minute you brought it up.  It went without saying.  You come in here.  You run 
things your way.  It’s your way or the highway.  You bring in people during 3 minute public 
comment, have them make full on presentations, rather than putting it on an agenda item.  You 
do whatever you want whenever you want.  I am tired of it.  I am very very tired of it.  This is not 
your Board.  You are one member of it.  You promised during the elections that you would do 
what your constituents wanted whether you agreed or not.  It’s not what has happened.  It’s 
absolutely not what has happened.  It’s disgusting.  I’m tired of it.  I can’t stand to see it 
anymore.  You talk just for the sense of hearing yourself speak.  It’s just not right.  You need to 
consider it.  I won’t ask you to step down, but I’ll beg you to please, you are a highly intelligent 
man, put them thoughts together somewhere else and don’t run for re-election.  Thank you. 

 

Minutes: 
Rob Fuller: Mesa Regional Hospital.   Just a couple of quick announcements.  I want to remind 
everyone that since this is February, this is American Heart month.  So be good to your heart 
and remember to walk.  We are having our annual heart walk with the City of Mesquite this 
Friday.  Registration is 8:30 in the morning at the recreation center. It will be a lot of fun.  We will 
end up at the hospital at the end with some goodies and gifts.  Secondly, as we are 
congratulating our current CEO at the hospital, Patti Holden on her retirement, we are 
welcoming new CEO coming in this week.  His name is Ned Hill.  He and his family will be 
walking in the Heart Walk.  So he would like to meet any of you that are there.  I am sure we will 
have him here and he will get to meet all of you very soon.  Just two announcements.  Thank 
you very much. 

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman:  Rob, you forgot to mention two items to mention on Heart Walk.  There is Silver 
Rider Transportation back to the recreation center, so you don’t have to walk round trip unless 
you wish.  Secondly, you get to the recreation center if you are going to do this a little earlier 
because there is an awful lot of people there that want to do this and the parking becomes a 
little bit difficult. 

 

Consent Agenda 
 

2) Consideration for approval of the February 13, 2018 Regular City Council Meeting 
Agenda; the January 9, 2018 Regular City Council Meeting minutes and the 
January 16, 2018 Technical Review Meeting minutes. 

 
- Public Comment 
- Discussion and Possible Action 

 
  

3) Consideration of approval of: 
a) Notification of Budget Transfers 
b) Notification of Budget Amendments 
c) Notification of Bills Paid 
d) Purchase Orders 
e)    December 2017 Financial Statement 
 
- Public Comment 

http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=a5aba4dd-8a9b-47c8-a6f7-cfbee94e1bc6&time=994
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=a5aba4dd-8a9b-47c8-a6f7-cfbee94e1bc6&time=994
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=a5aba4dd-8a9b-47c8-a6f7-cfbee94e1bc6&time=994
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http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=a5aba4dd-8a9b-47c8-a6f7-cfbee94e1bc6&time=994
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- Discussion and Possible Action 
 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman asked if there were any questions on Items 2 and 3 of the Consent Agenda.  
There were no speakers. 

 

Council member Withelder moved to approve Items 2 and 3 of the Consent 
Agenda. Council member Ballweg seconded the motion.  

 

Passed For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0   

 
 

Special Items 
 

4) Presentation and possible action regarding a review of inter-facility transports 
conducted by Hobbs, Ong and Associates and other matters properly related 
thereto. 

 
- Public Comment 
- Discussion and Possible Action 

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman read this item by its title and deferred to Andy Barton. 

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Barton:  In 2014 the City commissioned an independent performance review of the fire 
department.  At that time we did a somewhat (indiscernible) review of the fire department’s 
patient transport policy and we were advised to continue with it unchanged.  We did but 
continuation of the existing policy sidestepped some critical questions such as what was the 
actual cost to the City of providing these services. Was there sufficient cost recovery from 
Medicare, Medicaid and other sources to make these services pencil out and how does our 
relationship with Mesa View Hospital and other hospitals in our region to get into this mix?  Fast 
forward to last year when Aaron Baker suggested doing a granular review of transport in this 
year’s budget to answer these questions.   Council approved the review and we contracted with 
Hobbs, Ong and Associates to help us with this study and Jim Chachas who is the senior 
consultant with the firm is here to present his findings, but before that happens I would like to 
turn this over to Aaron who is actually the architect at this study.   

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Baker: I just have a few remarks and then Mr. Chachas will be up here.  For several years, 
Mayor, Council, staff, the public because they have all been asking questions about – they have 
had a number of questions regarding inter-facility transports in an effort to objectively look at the 
matter, we hired Hobbs, Ong to look at inter-facility transports.  I want to make sure the people 
listening understand that when they call 911 Mesquite Fire and Rescue will respond with quality 
care that they have already responded with.  They are very skilled and able professionals.  The 
report focuses on ways to help the department better fulfill its mission.  So I want to get that out 
there on the table so people understand right away.  Just for the benefit of all involved I want to 
define the term inter-facility transport so that people understand what that means as well in 

http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=da4e7b5d-c2cf-418e-886b-47619c316a8b&time=1035
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=da4e7b5d-c2cf-418e-886b-47619c316a8b&time=1035
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=da4e7b5d-c2cf-418e-886b-47619c316a8b&time=1035
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=da4e7b5d-c2cf-418e-886b-47619c316a8b&time=1035
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=da4e7b5d-c2cf-418e-886b-47619c316a8b&time=1035
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=da4e7b5d-c2cf-418e-886b-47619c316a8b&time=1035
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terms of the report.  That’s the moving of a patient from one medical care facility, Mesa View for 
example, to another medical care facility maybe Dixie Regional or a hospital down in Las 
Vegas.  This review did not examine the transporting of patients from the site of an incident to a 
hospital so if you are at your house and you need to go to a medical care facility, we didn’t look 
at that component of it.  That said, there are some things in the report that will help improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of those operations too.  The report can be broken down in to two 
main sections so this is kind of where I want to focus here.  It says the first section focuses on 
improvements the City can implement today.  So how can we be more efficient and more cost 
effective in what we are doing right now?  The second half of the report looks at kind of a big 
picture, has some more policy bases questions.  It says should we or shouldn’t we be doing 
certain things and asking for conscious decisions to be made because in the past there have 
just been some assumptions made but we have always done x or we have always done y.  We 
have never formally stated if that is within the mission of Mesquite Fire and Rescue or not.  So 
the reports speaks to a task force to examine these issues.  I have heard from some about 
death by committee, so I want to get it out there right now that this is not really a committee or a 
task force in its traditional sense.  It more envisions an IFT Team as maybe a way of putting it.  
It would be a group of few key employees reaching out and working with various public entities, 
various departments within the City to provide clarity on certain issues.  Their findings would 
then be presented to the City Council for consideration.  At that point, the Council can move 
forward with the recommendations or ask for a more broader examination of the issue.  So the 
intent of the presentation tonight is three-fold.  1) to inform the Council and the public about the 
status quo.  What is the City doing and not doing right now?  2)  the Council needs to be made 
aware of possible implementable measures that can help control operating expenses and 
improve cost recovery and 3} start a discussion regarding certain policies and procedures that 
are currently in place.  Finally, I want to emphasize that this is not a report that will sit on any 
shelf.  It will be an actionable item.  As an organization, we have to act on what we have 
learned.  We can’t just say oh thank you very much.  So the goal is to reach solutions that are in 
the best interest of our residents.  I want to make that point.  With that background, I would like 
to introduce Mr. Jim Chachas from Hobbs, Ong and Associates.  He is the consultant.  He will 
present highlights of the report.  Staff is also available to answer any questions that you may 
have. 
 
 
 
Minutes: 
Jim Chachas:  I am with Hobbs, Ong and Associates in Las Vegas Nevada.  As Aaron has 
mentioned in his introductory comments, we were engaged to review the emergency services 
component of the Mesquite Fire and Rescue Department with emphasis on the inter-facility 
transports.  This particular matter has been an item of interest for a number of years to city 
leadership and the community at large that uses these services.  The City wanted to better 
understand the circumstances of IFT’s and whether they were performed in an efficient and 
cost-effective manner.  Also we were asked to make any observations that were based on stuff 
that we saw in the conduct of our analysis.  In performing our study, our first step was to do a 
cursory analysis of the City’s general fund and the Mesquite Fire and Rescue Department as a 
department of the general fund.   We quantified the cost of providing emergency services over a 
number of years and described the economic environment that the City of Mesquite now 
operates in since the great recession.  Things are getting better, but we have not yet recovered 
to pre-recession levels.  We also prepared a basic analysis of the cost to provide ambulance 
transports and compared those costs to typical reimbursements from various insurance payers.  
This information provided the backdrop and the context for our discussion.  The reality here and 
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with virtually every other municipal emergency services provider is that even when credit is 
taken for self-generated revenues, there still exists a gap between revenues and expenses.  
The intent of this analysis is to identify potential savings and efficiencies to narrow that gap.  I 
do not want to repeat Aaron’s observations.  However, while we now better understand the 
mechanics of performing IFT’s, there were questions raised in the course of our study that lend 
themselves to further study.   Our recommendation is to establish a process.   That’s a word I 
came up with instead of tax force, committee or something else that dies.  Establish a process 
by which certain points that were raided in the report can be examined. It is worth mentioning 
that some points that were identified in the course of our analysis have already been 
implemented by the department.  Foremost among the items for further analysis is the need to 
review the circumstances that made the provision of IFT services, the responsibility of the City 
of Mesquite.  We also identified certain statistical information that should be accumulated on an 
ongoing basis to enable management to provide oversight of the EMS department and the 
billing for services provided.  The statistical items that should be tracked include overtime and 
ambulance billing histories.  Also identified are areas of potential cost savings for the City 
including the expanded use of part time employees and a reevaluation of the one size fits all 
model for fire apparatus and ambulances particularly in the case of low acuity responses. There 
is also discussed, a process to examine whether there may be a role for a private service 
provider for the IFT services.  Finally, we also identified a means by which the City may pursue 
additional funding for these emergency services if that is the desire of the residents, businesses 
and leadership of the community.  All of these points listed here are discussed in greater detail 
in the report.  The process we recommend lends itself to an evaluation that includes 
stakeholders in the Mesquite healthcare community and in the emergency ambulance service 
component of the City’s MFR.  The City stands to benefit from this analysis.   In closing, we 
would like to express our appreciation to the city of Mesquite for this opportunity to be of 
service, and also to recognize the participation of Steve Smith and your staff.  We saw them 
really as partners in this analysis.  Mr. Barton, Mr. Baker, Chief Andros, Davey Empey, Bill 
Tanner and their respective staff members were professional, knowledgeable, articulate and 
helpful to the process.  Thank you very much. 

 
 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Ballweg:  One thing I want to say is before I was on Council I’d probably been 
at every budget hearing for 5 years before this and both Barb Ellestad and I have been asking 
for this information for many years.  Now it gives us the context of understanding what is costing 
us for ambulance service going forward.  I want to make sure that it is clear that I’ve never 
advocated and am not advocating any reduction in our quality of service to our citizens, but we 
can’t make judgments on what to do unless we understand where our costs are going, what is 
funding.  Just so everybody doesn’t trudge through the numbers, last year alone, above and 
beyond what we collected in ambulette services was probably a little over a million dollars billed.  
We had over $2.4 million dollars money had to come out of the general fund to support our 
ambulances.  So now we know what that number is.  It’s very important that use the process 
and use the task force or whatever we are going to do to implement these numbers going 
forward to best understand what our costs are to maybe change some structures within the fire 
department.  That’s got to be up to the fire department to do those changes and the city staff to 
make those recommendations and bring them back to Council so we can continue, but when we 
are at over 10% of our budget, is a yearly budget, it’s supplementing just ambulette transport, 
it’s a significant amount that we definitely have to look at and pay some attention to figure out 
how we are going to manage this going forward. 
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Minutes: 
Council member Rapson:  I am glad you put that in a global perspective from a financial 
standpoint.  10% of our expenses go to intercompany transfer, interfacility transports.  That’s a 
significant amount of money.  I don’t know if we are going to come up with any changes.  I don’t 
know, but I can tell you that it would be irresponsible not to look at some alternatives.  I think 
this puts some numbers, the reality of numbers that many of us asked for for several years that 
were somehow not available who are certainly not forthcoming, and I think this  process needs 
to happen and for those who have read the report understand what the suggestion of the 
components are of this process or task force.  I am going to use task force because I can’t get 
my head around a process.  This would be representatives from the suggested, and this doesn’t 
mean what it’s going to be but this would be what the suggested components or members of 
this task force are, the City Manager or his representative, the Chief of the Mesquite Fire and 
Rescue or his representative, the Director of Finance, Dr. Dave, City Attorney or his 
representative, Director of the Automotive Department since the transports do affect, he does 
take care of the transport of the vehicles, representative of the ambulance billing services, 
whoever that may be in the future, representative from the local institutions that rely on our fire 
and rescue interfacility transports including Mesa View Hospital, Dixie hopefully, representatives 
from Las Vegas hospitals who also receive our patients and interfacility transports, and any 
other members that the task force itself deem necessary.  I think that is a very broad group of 
representatives who represent the interests of the entire process or concept of an interfacility 
transport, the needs, the mechanisms, the actually physically doing it, the financial aspects of it, 
the legal aspects of it, who receives the benefits is the hospitals, because we are shipping 
people down free for them.  So this kind of stuff needs to be discussed.   It’s uncomfortable.  It is 
something that change is difficult, but this is a huge impact on our budget, and this is the 
citizens of Mesquite paying for this.  Is this what they want?  Those are questions that we have 
to ask.  Do we want 10% of our expenses going to interfacility transports when I am 
guaranteeing you not 10% of the citizens of Mesquite and children of Mesquite, that’s not just 
the voting members, that’s everybody are not being transported.  So I think this report was from 
the executive summary, I thought it was kind of on the weak side to be honest with you, but the 
meat of the report I think has substance and I think it came up with some excellent suggestions, 
and I think we have enough here to work on and to formulate a plan going forward both short 
term which we have spoken too and I think Chief Tanner and possibly our new chief have been 
working on and have been implementing and that’s great and there is probably some other 
things that we have talked about that they’ve identified as potential cost savings.  So we are 
starting on the short-term process.  I think the long term is what we are looking for.  We are not 
looking to turn a switch and say tomorrow we are going to stop this stuff or we are going to do it 
this way or this way.   It needs to be a logically and intelligently formulated plan that benefits the 
community in general.  That’s kind of the summary that I took from this thing.   

 

Minutes: 
Council member Wursten:  I am a golf pro, I hit a great 8 iron, but I would like to see those that 
are interested in the interfacility transports to read this report because it tells you so much, and it 
will give you a great idea of some of the things we are talking about and some of the things we 
will be working on over the next while because it is important.  I guess as I was going into this, I 
was a little bit close minded over the fact that our best option was to bring somebody in to do 
some of this stuff.  That’s not necessarily completely the case.  I wanted to thank our fire 
department for implementing some of these things, and some of the things that you 
recommended they are already implemented ahead of that so I want to say thank you to the fire 
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department and just to ask you to read the report if you have some interest in finding out what is 
going on with interfacility transports. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Withelder:  I sat in on the talks last week with you and the staff and the fire 
chief and other council members, there seemed to be a lot of real positive rhetoric going back 
and forth as to problems and potential solutions to those problems that we talked about.  I want 
to thank you and the fire department for all the work that they have done and I think 
constructively we are certainly heading on the right path.  Thanks to you and everybody 
involved. 

 

Minutes 
Council member Green:  I was also in the meeting with Gino and I shared my thoughts at that 
time.  I too when I read the executive summary didn’t really see where we were headed or when 
I read the detail, I got into it so as Brian said I encourage everybody to read this report.  It has 
got some good ideas, and I like the idea of taking the things we can do right now that aren’t the 
things that of __________policy nature and deal with them and we already are.  It’s obvious that 
we are.  Then we will look at the other more big picture items in a longer-term mode.  So I think 
it’s got some really good food for thought.   

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman, Last year I was up in St. George for a meeting that had nothing to do with this 
topic, but somehow the topic came up with a group of mayors that we were meeting with and 
I’m going to hopefully with Mr. Baker explore this a little further because some of the smaller 
communities in southern Utah are involved in the exact same process and I want to say what 
they have to say also because it certainly doesn’t hurt to get a meeting of the minds of other 
local communities also, and that’s one of the things I will be looking at in the very near future.  
Thank you. 

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman opened up this item to Public Comment. 

 

Minutes: 
Barbara Ellestad, Mesquite Local News:  I am going to reiterate just a couple of things that have 
already been said.  I will tell the public that you absolutely need to read the full report and not 
the summary because the summary stinks.  I am sorry.  I said I am not trying to hurt anybody’s 
feeling.  I have as Mr. Ballweg said, I have been following this issue of interfacility transports 
and again for the public’s benefit, this is not a discussion about 911 emergencies.  This is total 
non-emergency transports.  I have been following this since 2011.  I have been asking these 
questions every year in the budget hearings since then.  This is the first time so I want to thank 
you for that.  This is the first time I am finally getting some information and some answers to the 
questions I have been asking for 8 years.  Unfortunately, and it’s always been my sense that I 
was and Mr. Ballweg as civilian were being stonewalled by prior management in not getting the 
answers we wanted or that we deserved as public.  With the new leadership perhaps that is 
coming in later tonight, I actually see some hope.  There are some numbers in here that paint a 
start picture of what’s really going on in terms of costs that absolutely need to be addressed.  
The one thing I will ask you as a Council is to set some absolutely firm timelines for this task 
force to report back to you.  That’s the only way it won’t die.  I will help you set those timelines 
because I’m going to be asking a lot of questions based on this report.  I have just a couple of 
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seconds.  If the public doesn’t understand anything else, understand this.  A 5-hour transfer 
staffed with full time personnel costs approximately $1,854.  A 5-hour transfer staffed with part 
time personnel costs $1,072 dollars.  We are talking about a savings of $782 simply by using 
part time instead of full time personnel.  The public really needs to think about that.   Thank you.  

 

Minutes 
Darlene Tornes: I am a resident of Mesquite.  I recall probably 9 months ago that Troy Tanner 
stood up here and told us that they were only being reimbursed by 40 or 50% by insurance 
companies.  We’ve know this or at least I have known it for 9 months, and the reason it stuck in 
my mind is I was transported once down to Vegas so why is it – you said you didn’t hear it.  I 
agree with everything you are saying, but this has been going on for 9 months.  He called it to 
our attention back then.  Thank you. 

 

Minutes 
Rob Fuller:  I have with me tonight, Leslie Woodson who is our Chief Nursing Officer, fairly new 
to Mesquite.  She is very experienced in what she does and Jan Call is our Director of the 
Emergency Department.  We would just like to offer our willingness to participate in the process, 
task force, whatever it turns out to be to make decisions for everyone and we want to make sure 
that we reiterate that.  We want to be a part of this and there is a lot more to the transfers even 
in the raw numbers than meets the eye.  Leslie will speak to that. 

 

Minutes: 
Ms. Woodson:  First of all, I want to clarify that it is of no benefit to us whatsoever to transport 
our patients.  Air facility transports are decided by a qualified physician who has examined the 
patient and decides that we as a rural critical access hospital cannot provide the level of care 
that that patient requires.   Very often they are emergencies.  If you come into our hospital, and 
you are having a certain type of MI you have to go straight to the cath lab which we don’t have.  
So we are very happy to work with you.  We have put a lot of things in place to try to keep our 
patients here.  We’ve implemented teleneurology so if you are having a stroke we can get a 
specialist right away to evaluate you.  We don’t want to transfer our patients unless it is 
absolutely necessary.  So we are more than happy to work with you collaboratively to do what is 
best for the people of this community.  Thank you. 

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Fuller: And also there is a lot of talk about Mesa View being a For Profit facility which it is by 
tax designation and that is all that that is.  It doesn’t mean that you make money.  What that 
does mean is that as a facility we pay hundreds of thousands of dollars in property taxes to the 
City and the County which is part of the business.  Not For Profits don’t pay property taxes, they 
don’t pay medical device taxes, etc.  So we want to be a partner with the community in providing 
service for the patients and the residents that live here.  Thank you very much. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Rapson: To follow up to the comment by the young lady up front, I think you 
mentioned 54% or 50% were collected in facility transports.  That’s what we were told.  That’s 
what the numbers that came out of the prior administration.  What this report shows that at the 
best, when Medicare reimburses $591 per transport, we get 32%.  Medicaid at the worst is 10%.  
So it was far worse than what we were being led to believe.  I think we all knew that we are 
losing 1 million and a quarter, a million and a half dollars a year.  We knew that.  But we never 
could tie it to a specific - you couldn’t get your head around it because the information we got 
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was sometimes a little blurry.  So I think that these reports put it in perspective.  It puts dollar 
amounts to it, what the collections are, what Medicaid and Medicare pay, what it costs us to 
physically transport people.  So please read the report.  It does give us some new insight and it 
paints a worse picture than what we had thought it was from an individual transport.   From a 
global standpoint, it does not change anything.  So I just want to put that out there.  

 

Council member Ballweg moved to accept the report and direct staff to come 
back to council within 90 days with a task force and a time line to start 
addressing these issues brought up on the item.  Council member Rapson 
seconded the motion.  

 

Passed For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0.  

 

Resolutions & Proclamations 
 

5) Resolution No. 940 of the Mesquite City Council “Authorizing the City Manager to 
award and execute certain contracts, and approve and execute contract 
modifications, renewal options, contract extensions and assignments, authorizing 
the delegation of that authority to certain representatives and designating the City’s 
“Authorized Representative” for purposes of NRS Chapters 332 and 338, pursuant 
to Mesquite City Charter Section 3.020(2)(g). 

 
- Public Comment 
- Discussion and Possible Action 

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman read this item by its title and deferred to Mr. Sweetin. 

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Sweetin: What this Resolution would do, is it is one of the primary drivers of why we pass 
the City Charter was to move into a more - sort of with our city, the growth that we are 
experiencing and the development that we are experiencing move into a more for lack of a 
better term modern form of municipal government.   We looked around and the staff in my office 
and also working with the City Manager’s office, we looked around we set a threshold of 
$50,000.  So anything under $50,000 so long as it is budgeted would be at the discretion of the 
City Manager to simply sign those contracts.  By our account for goods and services contracts 
Council would see 96% fewer of those, but still control 44% of the funds.  That is a significant 
decrease in those funds, but I would note those are a lot of small contracts that add up.  They 
are things like for example in my office, Weslaw, subscriptions to legal periodicals that come in 
and give us Supreme Court updates on the HR side, some of the programs they use to keep 
track.  That’s a lot of what that adds up to.  I think more importantly you look at the Public Works 
contracts, Council would see 77% fewer Public Works contracts but you would still govern 97% 
of all the funds of Public Works.  Then when we look to professional services contracts you 
would see 73% fewer agreements before you, but you would still control 99% of all the funds 
granted under those agreements.  So it creates a division of labor that is more appropriate 
under our charter.  Our recommendation is to approve, and I will submit on that.  If you have any 
questions, I am happy to answer them. 
 

http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=aabb5caf-afec-4cbf-8c35-c2afe5ab8d5e&time=2752
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=aabb5caf-afec-4cbf-8c35-c2afe5ab8d5e&time=2752
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=aabb5caf-afec-4cbf-8c35-c2afe5ab8d5e&time=2752
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=aabb5caf-afec-4cbf-8c35-c2afe5ab8d5e&time=2752
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=aabb5caf-afec-4cbf-8c35-c2afe5ab8d5e&time=2752
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=aabb5caf-afec-4cbf-8c35-c2afe5ab8d5e&time=2752
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=aabb5caf-afec-4cbf-8c35-c2afe5ab8d5e&time=2752
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=aabb5caf-afec-4cbf-8c35-c2afe5ab8d5e&time=2752
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=aabb5caf-afec-4cbf-8c35-c2afe5ab8d5e&time=2752
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=aabb5caf-afec-4cbf-8c35-c2afe5ab8d5e&time=2752


      
 

 
 Mesquite Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018; 5:00 PM 
Page 12 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman opened up this item to Public Comment. 

 

Minutes: 
Adam Leverenz:  I am probably going to be repetitive of some of the things Mr. Sweetin just 
identified, but this little shift from Mayor and Council to the City Manager substantial workload as 
far as contracts $50,000 and under, and the figures that are included with the agenda item, Mr. 
Sweetin represented percentages of materials that you will no longer see and that is a total of 
81% less contracts that are going to come before you in public meetings for goods and services, 
public work construction and professional services.  I also note that in the materials on page 4 
as far as reporting, it says quote “the City Manager or his designee shall provide to the City 
Council through the City Manager’s office a quarterly report that defines all contracts over 
$25,000 awarded in accordance with this resolution for a given quarter.”  What I’m going to note 
is that for some people they’d be interested in contracts of $5,000 or $7,000 and I wonder is it 
possible once a contract is signed and executed could that maybe be placed on the City 
website, so people are aware of where their tax dollars are going and not have quarterly reports 
of just contracts of over $25,000.   Even with the $50,000 cap the data makes it look like 
Resolution 940 will affect tens of millions of dollars and I think people have a right to timely 
know and be able to look at where that money is going.  You can’t know a contract exists to 
request to see it without know what it is so as a matter of public record, could they possible be 
put up on the website so interested parties can look at them when they are actually in affect.  
Thank you. 

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Sweetin: All contracts are public record, all of them.  I believe we do have a process now 
and I’m not sure what the public access on that is but it’s AODocs, where all of our agreements 
are available, and public has access to that Dirk?  Yes, he’s nodding yes.  So every single 
contract, it doesn’t matter if it’s for $5 or no money at all is on AODocs and accessible to the 
public.   So that will all be there.   The other thing I would note is that this only applies to 
budgeted expenditures so when we go through the budget annually, you are already approving 
of the expenditure of these funds.  This is simply an administrative task being delegated and I 
would not Mr. Leverenz commented on its shifting a lot of work over to the City Manager, well 
both the City Manager and I and Mr. Empey have to review all of these contracts before they 
are placed on the Council agenda anyway so functionally there is not an extra minute of work.  I 
mean theoretically Mr. Barton signs the contracts anyway so there’s no extra work at all 
associated with this. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Ballweg:  One thing also for the public is posted also each meeting in the 
Consent Agenda are all the bills paid, purchase orders, full financial statement that lists every 
check issued and all moneys spent.  It’s quite transparent.  You can find and look at all that 
information too. 
 

Council member Withelder moved to Approve Resolution No. 940 of the Mesquite 
City Council “Authorizing the City Manager to award and execute certain 
contracts, and approve and execute contract modifications, renewal options, 
contract extensions and assignments, authorizing the delegation of that authority 
to certain representatives and designating the City’s “Authorized Representative” 



      
 

 
 Mesquite Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018; 5:00 PM 
Page 13 

for purposes of NRS Chapters 332 and 338, pursuant to Mesquite City Charter 
Section 3.020(2)(g). Council member Ballweg seconded the motion.  

 

Passed For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0.  

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Sweetin:  Mayor, I omitted in that presentation.  I want to thank Amy Gale from my office 
and Aaron Baker and also Dirk over in IT and Tracy Beck.  They went through hours and hours 
of pulling documents and contracts and studying all of them, so they did very good work on that.  
I just want to thank them for that. 

 
 

6) Consideration for approval of Resolution 945 Supporting the Energy Choice 
Initiative. 

 
- Public Comment 
- Discussion and Possible Action 
 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman read this item by its title and deferred to the petitioner, Council member Ballweg. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Ballweg:  What this is, is it reaffirms the City’s vote that we took last voting 
cycle.  70% of the city of Mesquite voted in favor of energy choice and there is some extensive 
backup material there.  Basically what it will do is over time – right now they are looking at – it 
will basically break up the monotony on power.  You will in essence have sometime in the future 
if this passes a second time, it will be a constitutional amendment to the state of Nevada’s 
constitution to basically deregulate power, so you will basically pay a bill to wheel the power to 
you.  So whoever delivers the power with the wires to you, and then you can go out and also 
purchase power from other power suppliers, contractors.  This will be of quite a significant help 
to economic development and businesses in our towns because they will be able to go out and 
find and by power on the open market based on their low profiles, time of day used and a lot of 
different circumstances plus this will also could potentially depending on how the rules are 
written provide a lot of distributive energy possibilities where you could have localized power 
generations.  Imagine you could have an HOA go out and by power at a discounted rate for 
everybody in their HOA.  There’s a whole myriad of possibilities with this.  Basically what this 
resolution does is it puts the Council support behind what is already been voted on as 79% so 
we can start as a City lobbying for what’s best for our City and be part of the decision making of 
what these rules are to be.  That’s in a nutshell. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Rapson:  This to me is pretty simple. 1)  The voters voted for it.  2) It could 
have a very positive economic impact on our community.   IT’s not a universal change to 
everybody.  Some people will still benefit by the existing – and it’s uncertain now but we want to 
know what the right answer is and that’s what this process will do too.  Some people will benefit 
under one profile and some will benefit under the other as Mr. Ballweg said.  When you are 
operating during the day at peak hours and that’s one rate and that may be beneficial to 
somebody else.  24 operations as a more level load and I’m not an electrician so forgive me if I 

http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=d1b8991c-aabf-492c-95f6-1942458bc716&time=3150
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=d1b8991c-aabf-492c-95f6-1942458bc716&time=3150
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=d1b8991c-aabf-492c-95f6-1942458bc716&time=3150
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=d1b8991c-aabf-492c-95f6-1942458bc716&time=3150
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=d1b8991c-aabf-492c-95f6-1942458bc716&time=3150
http://mesquitenv.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=edfad8f4-ac54-4bfa-87ba-bb7992195544&meta_id=d1b8991c-aabf-492c-95f6-1942458bc716&time=3150
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got this a little sideways, miswired if you will.  WE have to as administrators look at this as an 
alternative and certainly support the voters.  70% is a resounding mandate so I’m all for this. 

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman opened up this item to Public Comment. 

 

Minutes: 
Jeff Powell:  The particular approach you folks have taken on this, 7% speak (indiscernible).  I 
would also like to share with you that the Mesquite Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
discussed energy choice back on January 25th.  The Board voted unanimously in support of 
energy choice.  We do that because the Chamber recognizes the potentional benefits to 
Mesquite community as a whole and also the opportunity for Mesquite businesses to purchase 
energy at a competitive environment, so we appreciate your support.  Thank you. 

 

Minutes: 
Mendes Cooper, OPD:  I am not here to dissuade you about energy choice.  I just want to share 
with you a couple of concerns that we have.  I think there are some great benefits to energy 
choice.  There are some really good ideas in there.  The one concern that we have is the fact 
that there are a lot of unanswered questions about the process and the way this will be 
implemented.  I can see that there will be benefit too certain groups and businesses, but I am 
concerned that not all of those benefits are going to translate to the everyday average 
residential customer.  So until they can provide some estimates on how they are going to 
implement this and how much it is going to cost, I have just a little bit of concern about that and 
just want to make you aware of that fact that there are some big decisions, some expensive 
decisions that need to be made that haven’t been made and I would hope that we would all ask 
for some answers to those questions before it is implemented and before it goes to the 
legislature because the way that it was explained to me is our bills many not necessarily be 
lower but it will just give us the opportunity to choose the lowest price from a group of prices that 
may not be lower than what we have now.  If they can lower prices, hey we are all for it.  We 
would like to see that happen.  I just don’t feel like the protection is there for the average 
residential customer at this time.  Thank you. 

 

Minutes: 
David Bennett representing MRB:  We looked at this issue also in January and from a business 
standpoint, from being able to attract large customers, large manufacturing and so forth, we felt 
this was a positive, so we did vote, the majority of us in favor of – in support of the resolution as 
well.  Just being able to have that deregulated flexibility, large power users being able to come 
into town and having that flexibility of being able to select different users we thought was 
important.   

 

Minutes: 
Linda Pergoski: This is all a little intimidating, so I apologize, but I’ll do the best I can.  I 
I_________disclosure work for Overton Power.  I am not here representing Overton Power.  I 
have worked there for 10 years.   I don’t have any authority to speak for them.  I have been a 
citizen of Mesquite since 1991 27 years.  I’ve been very pleased with Overton Power.  I have a 
lot of information here and I don’t 3 minutes is going to be enough for me, but I’m glad that you 
brought up 70% of the people of Mesquite want this.  Well what was our voter turnout?  Not real 
good.  So you folks are here to represent not only the voters who put you here but also the other 
people in the community.  I can tell you I always vote and whenever there is a question that 



      
 

 
 Mesquite Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018; 5:00 PM 
Page 15 

comes up on the ballot, I tried to read through it but it’s so mumbo jumbo you can’t really 
understand it.  SO typically me and a lot of people that I know skip right down to – okay what is 
yes mean, what does no mean?  That’s what I do.  Well of course the money that backed this 
initiative which is obvious to anyone is meant for big cities not rural communities.  All the money 
that supported this is saying oh it’s going to be cheaper.   We don’t have any proof of that.  I feel 
like you guys owe it to the citizens to do your due diligence and look at both sides of this issue, 
not just say oh it’s good for business.   What about the people on social security?  What about 
the new families?  You know one of the things that was said a yes vote would amend Article I of 
the Nevada Constitution blah blah blah, to protect against service disconnections and unfair 
practices.   But how are they going to do that?  They are not going to let – they have the ability 
to pick and choose who they are going to sell energy too.  So those people who are very well 
able to pay for their power are going to of course be the first ones that are pulled in and all the 
other people are not going to have that same choice because those other providers can pick 
and choose who they sell power to.  I want to know – I don’t know maybe you have gotten with 
Overton Power to get what their view on this is.  They’ve been providing our power for as long 
as I have been here, and I feel like you absolutely have to – you owe it to the voters and the 
people that didn’t vote to make very sure that you are doing the right thing for all of the citizens.   
Your mission statement states that you are here to make sure that the whole citizen rate is  
_______the best possible services, not just the businesses.  Thank you. 
Minutes: 
 
Mike Young:  Mesquite representative for OPD.  The young lady just spoke about what I was 
going to speak about.  It seems to me before adopting a resolution like this, you would get some 
facts.   This campaign was sold with good publicity.  A big money behind this initiative, sounds 
great, energy choice, but what that actually results in is the big power users can go on the 
market and buy power cheaper leaving the rest of the economy, the homeowners having to 
purchase power probably at a higher rate.  For Overton Power, that’s okay with us if that’s what 
they want to do.   We will still supply the lines, but we are not going to back up your power 
because we won’t have any.  We won’t back up home service because hey we can’t do that.    
How are we going to do that?  Right now your electricity is provided by us.  We provide backup 
service, spinning reserve as it is called.  We buy power wholesale.  We are nonprofit.  In fact, 
there are a number of non-profits in Nevada all in rural areas.  The one who wants this is the big 
power users.   That’s why you have the Chamber of Commerce and regional business because 
it benefits business.  That’s true.  It probably does in most cases, not small businesses but big 
businesses like data centers or like casinos, like heavy power users.  That’s why they want it.  It 
seems to me that before you make a decision like this, you would want to hear from the other 
side, but that didn’t happen again.  Why would you not want at least some information from 
Overton Power so that we could make a presentation and tell you really where we are on this.  
We are struggling as well as a number of small rural power cooperatives, all non-profit.  We 
don’t make any money.  Nevada Energy who is selling to the big casinos and big users, they 
make money. There’s a profit margin involved. If you think someone is going to come in and not 
make a profit.  Anybody offering the homeowner residential power is going to charge more than 
we do because they are going to make a profit.  We don’t make a profit.   We are a utility, no 
profit as well as the cooperatives.   So this has been very unfair in my mind to the citizens and it 
seems like the City Council would want to get all the information before you make a political 
decision, and I realize that 70% may have voted for it.  If you saw the ads, that was a hard sell.  
People don’t understand.  Do you think that just the average homeowner knows what energy 
profile they have and stuff like that?  Of course they don’t.  SO we would request that you 
provide time for Overton Power to make a presentation and give you more of the facts involved 
in this.  Thank you. 
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Minutes: 
Council member Ballweg:  One of the things that I want everybody to understand, this has got a 
second vote coming this fall.  If it passes 70% it’s going to become Constitutional.  Whether you 
think it’s going to raise your rates or lower your rates, we don’t know.  It’s a matter that’s going 
to have to be – it’s going to be carried by a group.  The governor has got a task force.  The PUC 
has got a task force.  What this allows us to do is get a seat at the table to be able to influence 
what’s going to help us and what’s going to hurt us.  Part of those conversations will be since 
OPD is our local supplier, they will be brought into it, but we need to get direction to our lobbying 
group in the state, so we can start now.  The governor’s task force committee is already formed.  
We need to get on that committee and we need to start having a voice in there.  We don’t want 
to sit back and wait until they dictate to us.  As you said the big citifies dictate to us what’s best 
for us.  We don’t know what the solutions are.   We don’t know what the power is, we don’t know 
how it’s going to be sold.  We don’t know what the demands are for backup power.  None of 
that, absolutely none of that has been decided yet.  None of it.  There’s a lot of speculation. 
Both side have a lot of information out, but none of it’s proven yet.   We don’t have anything 
going to legislature.  It’s broad.  So what we need to do is get – the goal is to get a seat at the 
table, so we can influence these discussions and understand what the discussions are at this 
time.  I’m ready to make a motion. 

 

Council member Ballweg moved to approve Resolution 945 Supporting the 
Energy Choice Initiative and give staff direction to promote energy choice and to 
direct our lobby efforts at the State PUC levels to influence what is best for 
Mesquite. Council member Rapson seconded the motion.  

 

Passed For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0.   

 
 
Department Reports 
 

7) Mayor's Comments 
 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman: The State of the City address will be given by me tomorrow.  If you are not able 
to attend the Chamber of Commerce where it will be held, it will be online, and it will be also 
given to the Mesquite Local who has requested it, so you would be able to see it or read it at 
that time. 

 
8) City Council and Staff Comments and Reports 

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman asked the City Council if they had anything to report. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Withelder:  Again, it’s that time of year.  Little League starts, I believe the date 
is April 1st or 2nd.   It’s the first Monday in April.  We are starting our Little League for the 6th year.  
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We are expecting about 315 kids again this year so come out and support them.  We are going 
to have opening night ceremonies at Old Mill Fields right next to the rec center so please come 
out and support the Little League.  On a side note, there will be a golf tournament, a putting 
tournament at the Sun City Recreational Center, 18 Hole Putting Green.  It will be on March 
31st, Saturday March 31st.  They will have 2 tee -times, a 9:00 time and a 10:30 time and it is a 4 
person shot gun putting tournament which is absolutely incredible.  They can make that course 
as tough as nails.  It’s really fun.  Entry fee is at $25 per person gift card from Walmart and there 
are about $3,000 in prizes so if you like to putt around, come on out and make some money and 
have some fun to support Little League. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Green:  Just a shout out about our Professional Basketball team.  This hasn’t 
been well publicized.  I am kind of disappointed, but we do have the Nevada Dessert Dogs.  
They play at the Rising Start Barn.   They have 2 home games coming up on Friday and 
Saturday night.  They played 4 home games earlier, lost all 4 of them, and the crowds were not 
so hot.  They have won some games.  They have added 2 new players.  On the road they won I 
think 3 and lost 3.  They are coming back on Friday and Saturday night, so I’d encourage 
anybody who wants to take a look at pro-basketball to come out to Rising Star Barn, 6:30 on 
both of those nights.  We are playing the Rochester Razor Sharks or something like that. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Rapson:  I was at the LVCVA meeting this morning on the agenda was a $9.5 
million expenditure to update the Freemont Street Experience. My initial reaction was at what 
point does the city of Mesquite take ownership of this project.  But I reality I will say that I get it 
to a certain extent.  Freemont Street Experience is a unique, world-wide, and I mean unique in 
its absolute – from a worldwide perspective light show.  It draws hundreds and thousands, 
millions of tourists into Las Vegas and the statistical data that was presented was pretty 
impressive.  Like the convention center itself which benefits all the hotels down there.  My 
concern was at what point does the LVCVA give us something that we can mark at our smallest 
jurisdiction.  I had a discussion before the meeting with Mayor John Lee from North Las Vegas, I 
kind of told him what I was thinking and why I thought that this is – although I do get the 
Freemont Street, I do get the expenditures that are necessary and how it does that and benefit  
tourism in general and how it fills hotel rooms in general whether it’s on the strip or downtown. 
Room tax revenues is part of what drives the LVCVA and the school district and so forth.  So I 
get it.  It’s not a clear this way or this way, but I did want to ask him how he felt about an 
allocation of $9.5 million dollars that could be viewed as beneficial to the City of Mesquite 
because they do get property tax revenue.  They do get payrolls.  They do get business 
increases because of this, and it creates more to them than it does say any other specific 
jurisdiction.  So in that regard, I said John at what point do we get into this discussion and say 
hey if ball fields are what we need and soccer fields are what we need and pickle ball and 
whatever it is that drives tourism here in Mesquite that generates room tax revenue, that 
generals property tax revenue that generates all ancillary spend of the visitors, and may even 
increase ADR and occupancy to the extent that we might encourage another hotel operator to 
come into town.  I have to believe that you and Boulder City and Laughlin and Henderson have 
the similar concern or should have a similar concern.  At what point do we get a little piece of 
this pie, not the marketing pie, not the administration pie, not the advertising pie, but a piece for 
us and he agreed.  He spoke up before I did.  I gave my little presentation as to why I thought it 
was relevant.  John Mars from Henderson spoke up.  Peggy Levitt from Boulder City spoke up 
and the resolution I believe is this is going to go the newly foreign market committee and they 
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are going to discuss this and bring something back to the full board that can possibly give us 
some idea of what, how much, when and for what that we may be able to get out of the pot.  I 
make no promises, but at least the subject has been broached and I think there is enough voice 
on the Board, and Greg Lee of course is all for it as well.  So out of the jurisdictions and Greg 
Lee, we have got 5 or 6 people on the Board of 13 that are pretty much asking the same 
questions and driving the bus in the same direction.  So I’ll keep you posted.  Not saying 
something is going to happen tomorrow, but at least it was made public and there is going to be 
a reaction to it.   
 
Minutes: 
Mayor Litman asked if any Staff member had anything to report. 

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Sweetin:  I just wanted to announce that Council and our State delegation have gotten back 
to me on the appointments for the Charter Committee. We will do a press release that will be 
out tomorrow to go out to all of the local media. The Mayors appointment is George Gault. 
Council member Rapson has appointed Natalie Hafen; Council member Wursten has appointed 
Travis Wakefield; Council member Green has appointed Burton Weast; Council member 
Withelder has appointed Dan Wright; Council member Ballweg has appointed Jeff Powell; 
Senator Joe Hardy has appointed Adam Anderson and Assembly member Chris Edwards has 
appointed Dale Russ. All members of the committee will serve terms that are co-terminus with 
the appointing official.  We will set up a meeting time for them to get together. They will appoint 
one additional member that will be appointed from the group as a whole. 

 

Administrative Items 
 

9) Receive and adopt the 2017 Draft Flood Control Master Plan Update for the City of 
Mesquite.  

 
-  Public Comments 
-  Discussion and Possible Action 
 

 
 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman read this item by its title and deferred to Bill Tanner. 
 
Minutes: 
Mr. Tanner:  This is a Master Plan update that we do every five years.   The last one was done 
in 2012.  With this Master Plan update is an executive summary in the front of that thick binder 
that explains some of the major changes that was done with this Master Plan.  I am going to 
quickly go through those changes.  In the town wash watershed, one of the reduction in the 
volume runoff into town wash detention basin, it was master planned to have to be expanded.  
With the new flow reports, new calculations that were done, that will not be necessary.  Through 
town wash, there are several areas in here identified as future improvements.  Most of those will 
be developer costs, paid by developers as that is improved, but it is still defined as Regional 
Flood Control facilities.  Town Wash has some major improvements that needs to be done 
above Canyon Crest.  Abbot Wash water shed is in fairly good shape.  Both of those 
improvements are north of the Abbot Wash detention basin funded by development in that area.  
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The Pulsipher Wash water shed, the major change with Pulsipher Wash is in the 2012 Master 
Plan Update identified the NDOT I-15 underpass under Pulsipher Wash needed to be expanded 
at 2 boxes.  With the new flow calculations that will not be necessary which will actually reduce 
the size of the infrastructure from Interstate 15 to the Virgin River.  That’s pretty major.  The 
other one is adding in Levitt Wash detention basin which was formally known as no name wash.  
That area is just off Horizon.  I am sure you have seen where all the water generates in the 
winter months.   That area is Master Plan now as of 2017 to have a detention basin in that area 
with mere flow that would actually move to Pulsipher Wash rather than Abbott Wash.  That’s the 
change with the no name wash.  We also have added in the western washes.  There is some 
infrastructure detention basin in the western washes which is on Pioneer Blvd. in the MTCC.  
Those improvements would be a detention basin along with the proposed 72-inch covert to pick 
up the drainages to the north.  Those are the major differences. The estimated improvements 
that we have now is $73 million.  The estimated and proposed facility improvements through the 
2017 update is $62 million.  Currently we have 3 projects that are funded, 3 projects that are in 
the flow to be funded by Reginal Flood Control.   One is the town east of Mesquite Blvd.  We are 
working on that.  We should have that out to bid hopefully within the year.  We are still dealing 
with Arizona and I think you are all familiar with that project.  The other one is the town wash 
Mesa Blvd.  We are in 60% design plans with Atkins on that project.  That will help alleviate the 
flows that you see at Pioneer and Mesa during high flow storm events.  That project 60% we 
should be able to fund that within two years through regional flood control.   The third phase of 
that project is taking that from El Dorado to Chaparelle.  That would be the third phase of that.  
Those three projects are in the flow to be funded by regional flood control in the next 3 to 5 
years.  I’d be glad to answer any questions.   
 
Minutes: 
Mayor Litman opened up this item to Public Comment.  There were no speakers. 
 

Council member Ballweg moved to Adopt the 2017 Flood Control Master Plan 
Update for the City of Mesquite. Council member Rapson seconded the motion.  

 

Passed For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Rapson:  I just got some material that I would like to follow up on the OPD 
comments if I may go back.  I know there were several people one of the Board members, one 
young lady that works there said that this was completely bankrolled by the energy choice 
initiative and so forth.  I got some information that I just found helpful that was presented to me.  
Warren Buffet bankrolled the opposition and NV Energy committed $30 million last week to fight 
this Energy Choice.  The appearance was from the discussion from OPD that Energy Choice 
was way the big dog on the block.  The idea that Energy Choice bankrolled is a joke in my 
opinion.  NV Energy sent $1 billion in dividends back to Omaha in the last 3 years and ____ 
$200 million in unlawful profits according to their PUC filings.  So the energy companies are 
fighting this big time, and they fight it for a reason because it’s not necessarily good for them.  
To think that Energy Choice was the people who were the big dogs on the block and they are 
the ones ramrodding this, and they are the ones who coerces 70% of our voters in this state.  
To correct the young lady again, not in the city of Mesquite, in the state, 780,000 plus is 
misleading.  I thought that was pretty relevant information and it might be worth thinking about.  
Thanks. 
 



      
 

 
 Mesquite Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018; 5:00 PM 
Page 20 

Minutes: 
Council member Ballweg:  What they are fighting against is a monopoly.  All the power 
companies have a monopoly and we don’t have any choices.  You can see what Winn is doing.  
They are paying millions to break up the monopoly, so they can do it.  This is just going to be 
brought to the common man from the bottom up to small business, medium business, 
everybody is going to have the same opportunities as the mega businesses like Winn can 
provide millions and millions of dollars to break away from the grid where small businesses like 
our local casinos can’t do.  So that’s breaking up the monopoly is what it does. 

 
10) Consideration of approval of the Physical Inventory Policy. 
 
- Public Comment 
- Discussion and Possible Action 

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman read this item by its title and deferred to Dave Empey. 

 

Minutes: 
Dave Empey: The impetus for this Council item tonight is I would have to say really driven by 
our grant writers who are very active, and I might add very affective and the grantor agencies 
that to whom they are making application for federal grants is decided it’s long overdue that we 
adopt and get behind a formal inventory policy that enumerates our responsibilities with respect 
to spending federal grant dollars.  To cut through all of the policy that the federal grantor 
agencies are interested in is making sure that the use and disposition of assets that are 
purchased with federal grant dollars that there is still some accountability from the City back to 
the federal government and how they are used, how they are disposed of, that sort of thing.  So 
having said that, I might add to some of the background information NRS statutes require 
municipalities to take a physical inventory of city owned assets every other year, every two 
years which we have been doing since implementation of ___________statement 34 over 15 
years ago which requires municipalities to create asset values for all city owned, municipally 
owned assets and that was the genesis of all of what we do every two years.  We record assets 
that are purchased and then we inventory those, so we are accountable as a byproduct of 
taking that physical inventory count.  The other aspect of this Council agenda item is increasing 
the level of capitalization from $1,000 to $5,000.  Currently for many years, since inception of 
the City we capitalized any asset with the value of $1,000 or more and a useful life of 2 years.  
GFOA suggests that that level be increased to $5,000 with a useful life in excess of 2 years.  So 
we are increasing that and for the sake of efficiency and administratively.  Having said that staff 
recommends approval.  I’d be happy to answer any questions that Council may have.  

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman opened up this item to Public Comment.  There were no speakers. 

 

Council member Rapson moved to recommend the approval for revision to the 
Physical Inventory Policy. Council member Green seconded the motion.  

 

Passed For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0.   
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11) Consideration of Introduction of Bill 533 as Ordinance 533, amending Mesquite 
Municipal Code Title 1 Chapter 7, Section 1-7-2 Entitled “City Officers and 
Employees, “Subsection Entitled “Compensation, Reimbursement, and Benefits. 

 
- Public Comment 
- Discuss and possible action 
 

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman read this item by its title and deferred to Mr. Sweetin. 

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Sweetin:  This Bill will essentially restore pay that the Council received prior to 2011. What 
happened was Council received a certain amount of pay.   There was some votes and some 
changes in administration and right before that administration went out.  They lowered the 
amount of pay that incoming Council members would receive.  This would restore that.  It would 
also continue – basically there are 3 or 4 resolutions floating out there that all have to do with 
Council benefits.  This would put them all into one and restore the pre-2011 pay.  That base pay 
would still be quite low relative to the other southern Nevada jurisdictions.  It would put us right 
about on par with Boulder City. This would create a system where the Mayor would make 
$18,000 and Council members would make $14,000 annually.  Boulder City is ahead of that 
with Council members making $20,000 annually and mayor making about $26,000 annually.  
The one difference there is that Council members in Boulder City are not eligible for health 
benefits.  They would continue to be eligible for health benefits here in Mesquite.  So that’s all I 
have on that unless there are any other questions. 

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman: I may add that this Bill does not affect anybody sitting on the dias.  This would 
occur in 2021.    

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Sweetin:  2021 after every seat has run for re-election again and then put back into office.   
 
Mayor Litman:  So in other words, we would not be giving ourselves any sort of a pay raise 
whatsoever.  It would stay the same.  This would be just the introduction of the bill.   
Minutes 
Mayor Litman opened up this item to Public Comment. 

 

Minutes: 
Barbara Ellestad: I am a little confused about what you just said because I thought I understood 
the law to say that you cannot give yourself a pay raise while you are currently elected, but if it 
passes hypothetically it passes before the next election.  Councilman Withelder and Councilman 
Ballweg are reelected it kicks in in their re-election. Am I mistaken?   

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Sweetin:  You are mistaken. It’s not drafted that way. That would be one way to go about it.  
This bill is not drafted that way.   This bill is drafted so that everybody in 2021 so that all 
members receive it at the same time.   
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Minutes: 
Barbara Ellestad:  Okay. You were very kind in your explanation of how the pay rates got to this 
level.  Not many people remember 2011.  I don’t even believe you were here.   

 
Mr. Sweetin:  I was not.  I read the minutes though,   
 
Barbara Ellestad:  Morris Workman who was the editor and I was the reporter at 
Mesquite Local News in the spring of 2011, and we pushed hard to have the pay 
situation straightened out for the Council and mayor and it was primarily the $400 
monthly allowance for automobiles and I personally wanted the $400 gone.  The 
administration who lost the election decided that she was going to punish everyone.  I 
do believe that taking the pay rates down to the level they are now has been a 
punishment that it’s not been warranted.  So I actually am glad to see this action. I think 
it is long overdue.  For the public who doesn’t understand, there’s a lot more work than 
two nights every month that the elected officials do.  So I know that’s pretty scary to 
hear a reporter in favor of a pay raise for elected officials but I am. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Rapson: Refresh my memory.  Is that the same group that had the yoyo tee 
shirts when they came up here.  

 

Minutes: 
Ms. Ellestad:   That would be the group. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Rapson: That's the ones I thought.  You’re on your own.  That’s what it stood 
for since they all got elected out.   

 

Minutes: 
Ms. Ellestad: (Not recorded - could not hear since she was not at the podium) 

 

Council member Green moved to Introduce Bill 533 as Ordinance 533, amending 
Mesquite Municipal Code Title 1 Chapter 7, Section 1-7-2 Entitled “City Officers 
and Employees, “Subsection Entitled “Compensation, Reimbursement, and 
Benefits, and set for Public Hearing for February 27th, 2018. Council member 
Rapson seconded the motion.  

 

Passed For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0.  

 
 

12) Consideration of the Introduction of Bill 535 - An Ordinance amending Mesquite 
Municipal Code Title I, Chapter 6, "City Council," Creating Section 5,. "Rules or 
Procedure for the City Council" and other matters properly related thereto.  

 
- Public Comment 
- Discussion and Possible Action 
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Minutes: 
Mayor Litman read this item by its title and deferred to the petitioner, Council member Ballweg. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Ballweg:  This is just a consolidation.  I was part of the charter committee 
before I was on Council and one of the goals of the charter was to be an outline and then be 
filled in with specifics and this is one of the specifics.  I want to note that the Mayor made some 
suggestions that I thought were good after he read it and clarified some things.  I gave 
everybody up here and there are some copies up here but under Conduct of Business under 6, 
it has some about reinstatement of motions and basically, I added a section in there that when a 
motion has been made and debate has concluded it was stated the final motion will be 
reinstated by the Mayor.  What we have done is added if requested by a Council member then it 
be reinstated by the Mayor or by his or her designee.  So the mayor could come to the person 
making the original motion or go to the Clerk.  That is one change and then on the final and 
public comment section there is some reordering to make it a little bit more common sense so 
that’s under F and I added a full new section 3.  The normal comment period shall be 3 minutes 
in length.  The presiding officer may change the length of period for a specific item or comment 
subject if warranted to maintain a reasonable meeting length.  The presiding officer may extend 
and individual commenter’s period to allow the commenter to complete their view point.  Other 
than that this pretty much follows the previous resolution that the Council had passed on public 
comment.  It consolidates it all into one statement about it.  Again, there are no changes here, 
basically breaks down in ordinance how the Council is to operate. 
 

Minutes: 
Council member Rapson:  Just a note her on that F3 the presiding ___________may extend I 
believe is what is intended not to extent.   

 
Mr. Sweetin:  I am drafting an email right now to the City Clerk, so we get that fixed.  

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman opened up this item to Public Comment. 

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Leverenz:  I would maybe suggest under Point of Order Item 10 for Conduct of Business it 
identifies that regarding Points of Order, the Mayor can refer to the City Clerk for direction on 
that.  I think it may be unfair to saddle the Clerk with that responsibility solely.  I’d maybe add 
verbiage as the City Attorney is a resource as well.  Then under public comment quote 
“derogatory comments directed specifically at another public commenter or any nonpublic 
individuals including city employees shall not be permitted.”  I know have heard from some of 
you that you think I should not be allowed to specifically identify city employees who have either 
broken the law, violated their professional codes of conduct, their oat, or engaged in other forms 
of misconduct.  Talking about those things isn’t derogatory, it’s supported by factual evidence.  I 
remain convinced that you can’t take away people’s right to speak just because you don’t want 
the city’s dirty laundry aired in a public forum.  Might it be easier, more ethical and in compliance 
with _______to actually deal with city misconduct rather than repeatedly trying to take away the 
right of people to talk about such things.  I spoke with Councilman Ballweg after a meeting in 
December or January, December and it sounds like this is going to be an ongoing battle.  I don’t 
think you can stop me from identifying city employees who break the law.  I don’t know what this 
is going to cost me, but I don’t think you have that right.  Thank you.  
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Minutes: 
Steve Clutterham:  I have to disagree with Mr. Leverenz.  He doesn’t have the right to do that 
because he cannot prove that anybody involved broke any laws.  It’s his opinion.  It’s not a fact. 
Everyone one of you invited him to get a lawyer and sue the City and prove it.  He has not done 
that.  He had his day in court.  We are all tired of hearing about it.  Every situation gets turned 
around, so he can complain about something that happened many years ago.  It’s over.  It’s 
done.  You shouldn’t have to listen to it anymore. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Ballweg: On what Mr. Leverenz said, I will confer with attorney to see if that 
should be – the attorney rather than the city clerk ______Point of Order be better directed. 

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Sweetin:  I will defer that to the Council.  That is traditionally a Clerk responsibility. I know in 
our City we have kind of informally done both.   

 

Minutes: 
Council member Ballweg:  We could put down add or City Attorney as appropriate. 

 

Minutes: 
Mr. Sweetin:  Yeah, we could put that. Generally I think best practice is that the Clerk should 
make decision.  If we end up in some weird situation where I need to be involved or whoever 
holds a seat in the future, then we would call like an attorney client and then go in the Back.  I 
think that language that you proposed would be fair for our City in order to do things in the future 
that may want to be adjusted. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Ballweg:  I just wanted a clarification.  Thank you. 

 

Council member Ballweg moved to Introduce Bill 535 as Ordinance 535 - An 
Ordinance amending Mesquite Municipal Code Title I, Chapter 6, "City Council," 
Creating Section 5,"Rules or Procedure for the City Council" and other matters 
properly related thereto and set the date for a Public Hearing on February 27, 
2018. Council member Green seconded the motion.  

 

Passed For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0.  

 
13) Appointment of Chief, Mesquite Fire and Rescue. 
 
- Public Comment 
- Discussion and Possible Action 

 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman read this item by its title and deferred to Andy Barton. 

 

Minutes: 
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Mr. Barton:  Last July I asked Chief Troy Tanner to serve as interim department head for 
Mesquite Fire and Rescue.  Since then I think that Troy has done an excellent job in managing 
that department as well as his own.  In addition to making a number of administrative changes 
to make the fire department run more smoothly and efficiently I also asked Troy to evaluate 
candidates for fire chief within that department.  There are a number of excellent candidates for 
the position but the person who rose to the top of the list was Jason Andrus.  A little background 
about Jason.  Jason has been with Mesquite Fire and Rescue since 2007 working as a 
firefighter critical care paramedic and currently is the administrative captain.  Jason received his 
bachelor’s degree in emergency management administration from Utah Valley University in 
2013.  He gained valuable experience working as a flight paramedic for Intermountain Life Light 
from 2010 to 2017.  He also played an instrumental role in developing the critical care transport 
program for the fire department.  I have gotten to know Jason and I am happy to report that I 
completely support Chief Tanner’s recommendation.  Under the City’s new charter and the 
appointment for executive officer have to be confirmed by the City Council so I am asking for 
confirmation to appoint Jason Andrus as the next Chief for Mesquite Fire and Rescue.  If the 
Council approves, I will ask the City Clerk to swear him and Chief Tanner will do the pinning 
honors.  By the way, I believe Jason’s wife Laurie is here and his six children as well. 
 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman opened up this item to Public Comment.  There were no speakers. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Rapson:  First of all, I think this is an excellent selection and I fully support it 
and I want to thank Chief Tanner for taking over what I think what was kind of a funky job.  I 
think he did a good job.  I think he has gotten some good progress in a great department and I 
think I just hope we can all get on board with the new chief and keep going in the same direction 
we are heading.  I see a lot of positive direction.  I really want to thank Troy for doing this and 
thank everybody for supporting - the whole department for supporting certainly at least 
outwardly.  The transition, and I hope you will all give your 100% support to the new chief.   

 

Minutes: 
Council member Withelder:  I would like to echo Council member Rapson's sentiments, and 
thank Chief Tanner.  Thanks for a job well done.   I would also like to welcome Chief Andrus to 
the fold.  If there are no other comments, I would like to make a motion that we approve this 
appointment. 

 

Minutes: 
Council member Ballweg: I would like to echo what Council member Rapson and Council 
member Withelder said about Chief Tanner’s efforts on this.  He took over under some very 
challenging situation and he quickly got in and corrected some immediate situations that needed 
to be addressed.  He methodically went through and evaluated the fire department and within 
his original time scope made his recommendations of our future Chief Andrus and I am very 
happy we are through this last period and everybody can get on board and take care of the 
issues coming forward to us, one being the transport issues that we are going to have to 
address.  I look forward to some great things coming out of our fire department.  

 

Council member Withelder moved to ratify the appointment. Council member 
Green seconded the motion.  
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Passed For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0. 

 

Minutes: 
The Swearing in of Jayson Andrus by the City Clerk: 
 
“I, JAYSON ANDRUS, do solemnly swear that I will support, protect, and defend the constitution 
and government of the United States, and the constitution and government of the State of 
Nevada, against all enemies, whether foreign or domestic, and I will bear true faith, allegiance, 
loyalty to the same, any ordinance, resolution, or law of any state notwithstanding, and that I will 
well and faithfully perform all duties as CHIEF, MESQUITE FIRE AND RESCUE, on which I am 
about to enter so help me God.” 

 
 

Minutes: 
Chief Andrus:  I got my father, and he is going to pin the bugles on me. 

 
 
 

Minutes: 
Chief Andrus:  I just want to start off by thanking the Mayor and Councilmen for your support 
and confidence.  I have been in the trenches with the men and women of Mesquite Fire for the 
last 11 years and I am honored to serve as their chief.  We are not going to let you down.  We 
do have some changes coming in the very near future, but whatever it takes to serve our 
citizens and community in the most professional manner and with the most fiscal responsibility 
we are going to follow suit, so I am thankful and am very appreciative to the men and women of 
Mesquite Fire and Rescue and wouldn’t be here without their support.  I look forward to our 
future.  I am excited.  We have a bright future and we are going to put our best foot forward 
starting tomorrow.  As with all of you I would like to thank Chief Tanner for his support and 
mentorship over the last six months and we look forward to getting back to work and serving the 
City.  Thank you very much. 

 

Public Comments 
 

14) Public Comment 
 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman opened up the meeting to final Public Comments. 

 

Minutes: 
Adam Leverenz:  I just want to respond to the gentleman to in the blue shirt.  I didn’t catch his 
name.  I know he has been frustrated with me at numerous points over the months.  As far as 
not me being able to prove any of what I say I have not furnished him with any of the materials I 
have furnished all of you with and he has never expressed an interest to me in obtaining those 
materials, and I would encourage him to do so.  Maybe talk to me after the weekend.  The thing 
is I can prove what I say.  At one point I met with an editor and a reporter of one of the local 
papers in this town and was told the interesting thing about my issues that I have everything so 
well documented but if they ran the story, I’d have to sell my RV to them, so they could leave 
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the town.  That’s kind of a bad sign.  That reporter was Jessalyn Bickley who now works for the 
City.  Maybe ask her if she recalls that.  Thank you. 

 

Adjournment 
 

15) Adjournment 
 

Minutes: 
Mayor Litman adjourned the meeting at 6:52 PM 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

_______________________________  __________________________ 

Allan S. Litman, Mayor                Tracy E. Beck, City Clerk 
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